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This is the 1987 Lenten Devotional Booklet, a

collection of thoughts, prayers, and poems that have

been contributed by various members of our Seminary

community. Lent is traditionally a time for contempla-

tion, prayer, and personal devotion. We hope that

these weeks will be particularly meaningful for you,

and that this booklet will help you celebrate them

appropriately. Find a moment each day to allow these

reflections to guide your thoughts as together, we

prepare ourselves to Keep the Feast.

We would like to thank those who helped to

assemble this booklet: our contributors, for their

time, thought, and prayers; Jean Herbert and Judy Lang,

for their typing; and Howard Kline and the Duplications

Office, for their work and cooperation. But above all,

we give thanks to our crucified and risen Lord, for

whose glory this booklet has been prepared.

The Lenten Devotional Committee
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March 4 Hebrews 12:1-14

Lent. Even the word sounds gloomy. Growing up, I

remember my Catholic friends giving things up for

Lent—and it wasn't brussel sprouts or math homework

they gave up, either. During Lent, why do we talk

about giving good things up, and about ashes, and

about discipline? I thought we were getting ready
to "Keep the Feast." That sounds like a party to me.

Who gets ready for a party by being miserable?

"God disciplines us for our good, that we may share
in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at

the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces
a harvest of righteousness and peace."

A harvest of righteousness and peace; that sounds more
like a feast and a party. So discipline me. Lord.
If discipline shows me your love and brings me closer
to you, do it! No price is too high to pay.



March 5 1 Corinthians 13

I may be able to speak Greek, Hebrew, toss in
Aramaic too, but if I am full of conceit and pride, my
gift of languages renders me no more than an obnoxious
siren. I may have the gift of eloquent preaching; all
exegetical and hermeneutical excellence; I may have all
the faith to move through the stack of required read-
ings—yet if I detest my preceptors, I am nothing. I

may give away all my prize books, but if I secretly
shun those different and alien as my inferiors, it does
me profound harm.

Being in seminary means discipline and courage; I

can't afford to be envious or arrogant; nor should I

indulge in intellectual elitism neither keep tab of
merit awards; learning should not make me delight in
self-righteous semantics or hallowed theology, but

should nudge me creatively in the spirit of Truth.
Learning in seminary means perseverance, patience,

wholesome humor plus thoughtful concern for others;
these never fail.

We may be inspired with messages to proclaim with
varied gifts of witness, but these are all temporary
and at best puny; for all our gifts are never complete
in themselves! When I was a child, I spoke, I felt, I

learned as a child; now as an adult, I strive to

understand in more mature ways. For even now, I per-
ceive mere shadowy reflections of what I shall
encounter before the Master Teacher, face-to-face.
What I know now is incomplete; in time God's fulness

of Himself will be revealed completely to me. Mean-
while, my confidence is in my willingness to trust in

the LIVING Christ, moving in me, through me and among
those in communities of faith; learning above all the

assurance of God's unconditional grace!



March 6 Ezekiel 18:25-32

Pamphlets, flyers, and junk mail—that’s all I seem to

get in my mailbox anymore. What does this one say?

"GET YOURSELF A NEW HEART & A NEW SPIRIT !

!

"

Must be promoting either organ donor programs or

self-help psychology courses. Well, neither my heart
nor spirit is broken—maybe tired and discouraged,
but still functioning.

It’s taken every ounce of patience and endurance
I have to learn how to survive in this crazy world of

violence, fear, and injustice. Any new heart or spirit
would have to be broken in. I couldn't go through the
pain and frustration of seeing my hopes dashed on the
rocks a second time. A part of me had to die to this
world in order to survive this world.

Something's written on back —

"I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the
Lord God, jso turn & live !

"

I should have known—another religious tract to be
thrown away. Why don't they just leave me alone?



March 7 John 6:26-35

Then they said to him, "What must we do, to be doing
the works of God?"

Most of us are part of the seminary community because
we feel some sense of call to be doing God's work.
In response to that call, we are constantly pushing
ourselves to write one more paper, to visit one more
person, to finish the prayer or sermon by Sunday
morning, etc. Our pace becomes so hectic and our
time so tightly scheduled, that it is easy to overlook
a spouse or child who needs to know they are loved,
or a friend who needs to talk. In our rush to get
from one place to the next we fail to notice the
beauty of the world around us, and often ignore the
physical and spiritual well-being of our bodies.

In today's lesson, Jesus tells us two important things

1) God is the one who "gives life to the world'. God
may act through us, but all our activity is of little
worth unless God wants it to be so. 2) The 'work of

God' is to believe in the one whom God sent. Too
often our busyness come at the expense of time for

devotion and prayer. If we cut ourselves off from
the one who gives life, hunger and thirst will soon
make us too weak for any work.



March 8 Psalm 23

For most of us, at least some aspect or some

period of our time in seminary is a walk through the

valley of the shadow of death. This experience may
not be so deadly that we "suffer shipwreck" with
respect to our faith or leave the seminary—though some

do—but doubt, confusion, anxiety, loneliness, and much
more seem to be fairly common dimensions of our lives.

And, of course, our walk is shared by friends and fam-
ily who, in many ways, go through seminary with us.

In all this we naturally long for some kind of
respite or relief. The original vision of our place
in God's kingdom may have become blurred and replaced
by dreams of less pressure, financial security, or the
ideal "package."

In Psalm 23 the psalmist clearly knows the comfort
of God, but this comfort is found not by escaping from
the present and hoping for an easier, future. No, the
source of comfort is simply and solely in the presence
of the Shepherd, who guides us even as we walk through
this valley. So sure and satisfying is this comfort
in the present that the psalmist proclaims with com-
plete certainty that life will always be characterized
fundamentally by the Shepherd's goodness and mercy.

For us who have come to know the grace of God in
Jesus Christ, this goodness and mercy are our comfort
now and our hope for the future. No other comfort
satisfies, no other hope is secure. As we listen to
the voice of the Shepherd daily, may we find comfort
in Christ's presence and a restored vision of God's
goodness and mercy as the only certainty in our future
lives of service in Christ.

T-



March 9 Genesis 37:1-11

I had a younger brother
once

.

What has happened
to him. Lord?
I no longer know him,
No longer see him.
Where has he gone?
Were my words so powerful
that he took flight?
My actions were not

meant to be harmful.
What Have I done?
Will he come back?
Forgive me



March 10 1 Corinthians 1:20-31

I've been an overachiever all my life, and not

just in school, but in love, in "personality,” in

involvement with friends and at church. I was all

over the place. Still am. The day came, in my

teens, when I first figured that God's reputation

couldn't help but improve by having me as an employee.

I confess this not merely as my sin, but as an in-

heritance of my culture's and my church's and my

family's sins.

Needless to say, there is little at Princeton Seminary

to change the life or the mind of an overachiever.

But in the scriptures there are lessons such as this

one! So I yet hope that I may learn to boast in the
Lord

.

Prayer:
Christ, thou wisdom of God and power of God,

forgive us for daring to judge ourselves. Forgive
the arrogance of we who suppose ourselves wise, be-
cause of human standards. Forgive the shame of we
who judge ourselves low and despised, because of hu-
man standards. Empower the inner flaws we despise,
and the human companions we despise, to reveal them-
selves and teach us the poverty of our "wisdom."
Empower them to lead us stumbling toward Thy way,
which has ever been to turn things upside down, to

sit at table with tax gatherers and harlots.
Be thou our wisdom and our power, and thou

only, today and always. Amen.



March 11 Mar

Just as the leper in this passage speaks to God the
Son, so we communicate with God when we pray. In

the same way that the leper makes a special request
of Jesus, so we have needs which we must bring to

God. Therefore, it is helpful for us to take note of

the attitude with which he approaches Jesus. The
leper's manner is characterized by two important
qualities: First of all, the leper is not so proud
that he is unable to admit his dependency upon Jesus,
and ask him for help. Secondly, the leper obviously
approaches Jesus with a great deal of faith — notice
his assurance in verse 40.

It should also be noted that the leper's response
(vs. 45) is one in which his gratitude is expressed
not merely by words, but by action that makes Jesus'
power known to others.

This Lenten season, let us boldly yet humbly approach
God with all our needs. And when we find that our
prayers have been answered, let us spread the news
so that others may know that they too can experience
God's redemptive, restorative power.

to



March 12 I Corinthians 2:14-3:9

The mind of Christ - we have the mind of Christ!

After telling us that we have the mind of Christ,

where does Paul lead us? He leads us to a common

human problem - the tension between being spiritual

and unspiritual - the divisions that separate us

from each other and the divisions that separate us

from the mind of Christ. But, Paul does not stop

leading us! By his example, Paul leads us to be
servants - using our gifts with the faith that God
will honor our service. We have the mind of Christ!
We have the mind that leads us to loving service in

the work of God's kingdom.

Gracious God, strengthen our faith this day and this
season so that we may remember we are your servants.
You have gifted us with your Spirit and we trust in
you for the growth in what we do and are. Make us
truly thankful for your work in our lives. In the
name of the One who came so that we might have life!
Amen.

11



March 13 Genesis 40 : 1-23

God provides many opportunities for us to provide
service to others, especially in their time of need.
Yes, we are busy, moving about, responding to our
agendas in the milieu of life. As the spirit of

God moves in us, let us be aware of our forgetfulness
so that our lack of intention grows into a gift of

attention. It hurts when our irresponsible behavior
and unfaithfulness to God and others causes our well
intended words not to be put into practice. As God
has delivered us from our afflictions, we should be
willing to reach out and help; not hurt with our
forgetfulness. When we glibly give our promise, we
intend to do good, but in many cases fail to follow
through. Our promises are valuable, whether rendered
to God or humankind.

Have we promised God something lately? Have we become
dulled and insensitive, caught in the morase of our
own existence? Have we become so engrossed in life
that we have forgotten the gratitude we owe God, or

faithfulness promised, or the help we were going to

render? It's not too late!!! God always provides
another opportunity to share and do good. During
this Lenten season, as we remember to keep the feast,

let us remember our Savior and the promises we made
to come as Servants to the people.

God Bless!

IX



March 14 Matthew 14:13-21

"Both Sides of the Fence"

JESUS CHRIST
Told of John's death

Alone, by himself, with God

Crying, praying, listening
Equipping, preparing, strengthening

Followed by the people
Compassionate, healing, providing.

THE PEOPLE
Followers, sick, hungry

Believing, listening, trusting
Loved, provided for, feasting.

ME
Alone, by myself, with God
Crying, praying, listening

Equipping, preparing, strengthening
Followed by the people

Compassionate, healing, providing?

Follower, sick, hungry
Believing, listening, trusting
Loved, provided for, feasting?



March 15 Hebrews 7:23-28

"Christ has no need ...to offer sacrifices daily,
for he did this once for all when he offered up
himself .

"

When I was a teenager I accompanied one of my older
brothers to a motion picture. The movie's plot
centered around a rather tempestuous love story and

the one line from the film that sticks out in my
mind came in the story when the man was ending the
relationship with the woman. "We had a good love,
once," he said. "That's more than most people ever
know." To which the distraught woman replied, "But
once is not enough!"

Once is rarely enough for us in our lives. How
many of us are content with a single lick of an ice

cream cone, or are satisfied to see the ocean for

one fleeting moment? Who among us hasn't enjoyed
the sensation of re-reading a favorite book or of

pulling out of storage an old sweater when the
weather turns cool again? We live lives that are
constantly seeking re-enforcement and remembering
what has gone before, and too often our worth is

measured by not doing something well the first time,
but by being able to do it again and again.

How exciting it is to know that once is more than
enough when it comes to Christ and our salvation.
Thankfully, the suffering and death that our Lord
endured on our behalf continues to free us even
today — almost 2000 years after the fact. Like
our baptism, and our birth, and our death, the

transforming events in our lives occur only once.

Thanks be to God, the one who has created us,

claimed us, and redeemed us "once for all."



Mar ch 16 II Kings 7:3-9

Famine and Feasting

Few of us can really imagine what a famine would

feel like. What would it feel like physically to go

without food for long periods of time? How could we

bear it to see our children with distended stomachs,

slowly dying with hunger? Traditionally, Lent has

been a time of repentance marked by fasting. But this

passage in II Kings does not confront us with relative-

ly well-fed persons voluntarily giving up food for a

day or a season for spiritual reasons. Rather, this

text confronts us with a famine so severe that some

have resorted to cannibalism (6:28-31). How devas-
tating and cruel a famine can be. And it is especial-
ly devastating for those who are outcasts to begin
with: the lepers, the disabled, the poor.

Yet, the prophet speaks words of hope: "Tomorrow
about this time a measure of fine meal shall be sold
for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel
..." (7:1). These are shattering words of hope. Even
if the King can not solve the situation God can and
will. These words address the economics of famine.
Prices will come down drastically. Famine will end.
Food will be abundant!

So the hungry lepers ate and drank in the midst
of famine. In a most unexpected way the word of God
holds true. God brings new life and hope.

And so we wait in the famine of Lent for the
Easter feast which will satisfy. Hungry people around
the world wait with us for a day of feasting.

IS



March 17 Amos 5:21-24

One cold Sunday afternoon in Kansas, the church where
I worked was holding its monthly pot-luck dinner.
Four six-foot tables were covered with chicken, ham,
meat loaf, loads of jello, casseroles of every kind,
and rows of cakes, pies, and cookies. It was a feast.
I went into the kitchen to get some water and heard
a knock at the side door. Opening it, I saw a black
woman, in her forties, standing in the alley. "I

need some food," she said. "My two children haven't
eaten since Friday, and I don't get paid till
tomorrow." My supervising pastor was nearby, so I

motioned to him and we gathered food and gave it to

her. That was the good part.

The hard part was realizing that a poor black woman
had to stand in an alley to ask for food while a

white congregation was sitting down for a feast.

Even two clergy didn't invite her into the warm church

while they gathered food.

Something was wrong. As Christians, our feast should

not resemble dinner parties, but they often do. I

felt uncomfortable at our feast, and that's good.

We should not be fully comfortable at our feasts until

all people can be welcome—until justice rolls down

like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream

.



March 18 Luke 24:13-32

Lord, how many times this week have we been walking

on the road with you and failed to recognize you?

As Easter approaches, we too are talking about your

last days in Jerusalem. Help us to know that we

remember and tell of these events in your presence.

You are walking with us as we speak of you in field

education churches, classes, the dorms and our homes.

Lord, Luke tells us that you appeared to be going on

past Emmaus, and only remained there when Cleopas and

his companion invited you to stay. Would you have

revealed yourself to them if they had not invited

you? Give us the courage today to invite you to come
in and stay in those places in our lives and hearts
we would rather have you walk past. You died and rose
to love and redeem those places that separate us
from you. By your grace help us to turn to you this
day and invite you to stay, so that we may recognize
who you are and who we are in your presence. Come
Lord Jesus. Amen.

n



March 19 Psalm 34: 1-10

Christ our passover is sacrificed for us, and for those
who came before us, and for those who will come after
us. And so the church celebrates with a feast of bread
and wine recalling the redemptive event just as it has
throughout history, and will continue to do long after
we are gone. But what kind of feast is it where the
only course is a bite of bread and a swallow of wine?

Of course we know that there is more to it than that.
We know that somehow, in some way, when we take the
bread and wine we come in contact with a reality which
is far greater than the bread and wine itself, and far
bigger than you or me, thank God. For in taking the
bread, in drinking the wine, in celebrating the feast
of our Lord, we do more than taste; we see. There's a

difference. Anyone can taste. Not everyone can see.

(Do you see what I mean?) And if, perchance, you can-
not see, look. And keep looking until you do, finally,
see. You will see. Perhaps not clearly at first.

Perhaps it will appear to be nothing more than the out-
line of a ship on a misty horizon. But there will be

no doubt about its presence. You will see something,
something that reaches down and touches you where you

most need to be touched; something that arrests your

hunger and satisfies your thirst like no ordinary
bread and wine can do; something that convinces you,

as much as you can be convinced, that what you are

eating, the communion you are experiencing, is no

ordinary meal. It's a feast!

So taste. But do more than taste. See. See by
tasting that the Lord is good, and take refuge, and be

blessed. For in tasting the possibility of new life
is awakened within us, but it is in seeing that we live

that life. Taste. See. Celebrate the feast.



March 20 Exodus 12 : 1-14

The Passover is a feast of family. No one is to

celebrate it alone. If the household is too small

for a lamb, the nearest neighbor should be invited

to share. It is not so much to save food as to

make sure there be enough for all the people of

Israel. And whose family is too big for the Lamb?

The Passover is a feast of abundance, not because
there is enough food to gorge on, but because there
are enough people to share. We do leave some bread
crumbs on the communion table, for we anticipate
our sisters and brothers who haven't come to the

table

.

The Passover is a communal event that marks off the
faith community from the rest of the world. It is

the feast you cannot keep without faith and courage
to protest against oppression.

The Passover is an everlasting feast. When the Lord
comes soon, there will be no more tears or fears.
There will be no more inaugurations. There will be
no more royal enthronements for kings and queens.
But there will be this feast that reminds the people
of God of the salvation of the Lamb. Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain, "for thy blood didst ransom
women and men for God from every tribe and tongue
and people and nation, and hast made them a kingdom
and priests to our God, and they shall reign on
earty" (Rev. 5:9b-10).



March 21 Isaiah : l-o

I have noticed something ah':--'!, t way ;.e
1

j. in our

culture. We live bound by 1 me. We are always in a

hurry to get somewhere and «. iually it is somewhere
other than where we are. We 're ambition , -rl-

oriented, future-oriented people. But, - w often
do we stop and celebrate the ii ? e ' 7e % a’ now. It

seems that too often we don _ appreciate That we have
until we are deprived of it.

But, behold, because of the cord your God, you are
glorified. You have been given water and bread.
You have been given a promise by God. and it is ever-
lasting. Harken to the Lord. Incline your ear to

the Lord, today, so that your soul may live. Take
the time today to celebrate and enjoy God’s goodness
to us for this is more important than wordly goals
and ambitions.

Zo



March 22 John 2:1-11

MAY I BE A SERVANT AT THE FEAST: A PRAYER

Just as the servants at Cana simply obeyed the

word of your holy child Jesus, 0 God, may I be an

obedient servant today. As "I die daily," grant that

your word and work might be found in me on this day of

worship so that your people may truly partake of the

reconciliation and peace only you provide.

May I be a servant who not only hears but also

does your word, taking no glory upon myself for the

wonders you desire to bring forth for your people. May

I do the work unto which you have called me this day

without grumbling, and grant that I may be thankful for

the opportunities for simple service, obedience, and

ministry which you will provide.

After having been obedient to your voice, may I

see your wonderful works of grace which exceed all that
I could possibly expect, ask for, or think about. Mani-
fest your glory to your people today, 0 God, and grant
that I may be a servant at your feast in quiet obedi-
ence, and a witness to the astonishing signs of your
care and presence.

Through Christ my savior and my redeemer. Amen.



March 23 Mark 5:21-43

Only believe. It sounds so simple doesn’t it? Did
Jesus realize what he was asking of Jairus, what he
asks of us? Only believe?

Certainly, Jairus wanted to believe. After all, he
risked his synagogue career, his standing among his
colleagues, his "face" when he humbled himself before
this iconoclast from Nazareth in the hope that Jesus
would heal his dying daughter. Did his belief falter
when Jesus stopped along the way to talk to a nameless,
suffering woman with whom Jairus himself would have
avoided contact? Surely, his belief must have been
strengthened when he saw that the woman had been healed
by the touch of Jesus' garment. Did he wonder if her
newly found health would be taken back when Jesus saw
who it was that had "stolen" this miracle? Did he take

comfort again when Jesus praised the woman's faith and

confirmed the miracle? Did he sink into despair all

over again at the announcement of his daughter's death?
Then Jesus said, "only believe."

We make a mistake, I think, if we take this to be a

command. It is a gift. Jesus surely knows that our
faith will sometimes be strong and sometimes weak in

the face of the world's evils. He also knows that be-

cause faith is a gift from God it is not to be measured
by the world's yardstick. Jesus, God's own self in-

carnate, knows precisely the quantity and quality of

the faith God has given us. Jesus only invites us to

use the gift we've been given as a resource in our
times of struggle. Jesus realizes exactly what he is

asking. Only believe.

X2.



March 24 Genesis 45:1-5

Emma sat alone in her wheelchair in the corner of

the room. She was a resident at the nursing home, and

I was concerned for her being by herself. As we spoke,

the expression on her face told me all the pain. "They

dumped me here," was the way she spoke of her family.

She was angry, frustrated, and deeply hurt. I arranged

for her family to be present the next time I visited,

and the most amazing thing happened. Through the

tears, her two daughters shared some of the most inti-

mate conversation thay had ever had, and both spoke

about the guilt they had experienced during this dif-

ficult time in their family’s life. The decision may

not have felt right, but it was the very best that the

daughters could do for the mother that they loved so

much, but had never so openly expressed that love.

Tender hugs and "I love you so much" signaled that the
process of reconciliation had begun. There has been
additional healing as the months have past, and now
Emma is again an active participant in the life and
lives of those around her. It indeed gives us all
reason to rejoice!

In our text, Joseph stands before the very
brothers who had sold him into slavery, but instead
of anger or bitterness, he reveals who he is to them,
and openly weeps with joy. Reconciliation was begun
that day, and gave all a reason to rejoice.

"Let us keep the Feast," and celebrate the
families and friends that we have. And in relation-
ships that are filled with pain, hurt, or division,
may we be agents of God’s reconciling love which
breaks down the walls that separate us.

Prayer: Grant us your peace. Gracious God, that
we may seek peace with those we love. Amen.

23



March 25 Mark 6 : 1 7-29

What to make of this passage? A person doing God's
will comes to a party as the victim of the powers
and principalities, done in by someone who was a pawn
of power. Preparing the way of the Lord and delivering
invitations to the feast are not activities which
leave the preparer and the inviter unaffected or the

observers and recipients untouched. The way of the

Lord is not a shadowed way, it is illumined by the
Light of the World so that justice confronts injustice,
right challenges wrong, and mercy questions greed and
retribution. The feast is also illumined by the

Light which reveals that the party is better than
our best hopes and meant for sisters and brothers
whose names we never cared to know. The way leads to

the feast and is a foretaste of the feast which is -for

John and Salome, for Herod and Martin, for Christy
and Ronald, for Tom and Winnie, for Yung and Susan,

for Maritza and Simon — and for each of us.

Prepare us and feed us, 0 God, and go with us as we
work on your way and proclaim the feast that is your
party for all. Through Christ, who is the way, the

light, the party-giver, and, for Christ's sake.

Amen.



March 26 Genesis 46:1-6

It is very easy to be fearful and anxious as to

what God’s will is for our lives. Too often doubts

creep in. Doubts about our call to Christ's ministry

or doubts about a call to a particular church or

chaplaincy.

Our life’s journey, which at times seems to be

mapped out with care, can at other times run into

unexpected detours. The road ahead is suddenly not

what we expected and we become afraid, afraid we

might take a wrong turn and not be able to find our

way back to our proper course.

Many times it seems as though we are traveling
life's journey all alone. The decisions appear to be

ours and ours alone. Which turn to take or which fork
in the road. It is comforting to reach the reassuring
words in Genesis that God is with us. As with
Israel, God is with us on our journey. Be it to

Egypt or Trenton... or even Princeton Theological
Seminary!

Let us remember to "Keep the Feast" with grati-
tude in our hearts for God's ever present love
personified in Christ Jesus.



March 27 Mark 6:45-52

"He came to them and said. Take heart, it is I; have
no fear."

I heard one say, "I have found the Lord"
and I envied that discovery.
Most of the time the Lord finds me when I am apt
to be of a mind that the Lord does not know me
at all.

I may have thought to go ahead of Christ, as did
the disciples of old, believing that I am obey-
ing my Master in a venture brave and bold.
Then the waves rise and the wind does blow and
no matter how hard I row it is clear that the
cause and my soul will be lost in the storm.
Then, from somewhere, comes a Presence, a Voice
and a Light and this Jesus I had forgotten
offers to help me make it through the night.

I want to know this Jesus each and every sunlit
day, in the sanctuary's beauty with everything
going my way.
Strange and passing strange, a wonder and a
blessing for my life, that this Jesus I had for-
gotten appears in the storm and the strife,
calling me to believe I will not die in the
world's sin and my own.

I have been found by Jesus in the morning glory
and in the day of deepest mourning, when I have
edged toward Heaven and when I have made my bed
in Hell.
I am counting on You, Jesus, that though I may
miss You, You will find me and that however
harsh the day or dark the night, from You I

will hear:

"Take heart, it is I; have no fear."



March 28 Deuteronomy 8:1-5

Let us this day . . . REMEMBER . .

.

Let us remember and recall the many ways that God has
led us—both as individuals and as a community.

Let us remember God's faithfulness and the marvelous
and unexpected ways that God has provided for us.

Let us remember all God's blessings—both big and small
Let us remember God's mercy, forgiveness and

restoration
Let us remember God's discipling love and justice
Let us remember that we serve a holy God who desires

our devotion and faithfulness
and a gracious God who enables and empowers our
living.

Let us this day . . . REMEMBER
thanksgiving

!

Let us this day . . . REMEMBER
Let us this day . . . REMEMBER

and offer praise and

and offer our lives!
and keep the feast!

. . . As you pray today . .

.

spend time remembering . .

.



March 29 Hebrews 10:1-10

To A Young Man About To Die

I sit

My hand holding the hand
of a young man about to die.
And I wonder, "Why? — why?
"Why must this young man die?
"Is there some truth - Is there some lie
That will tell me why this young man must die?"

I stand
My hand holding the hand
of the mother of a young man about to die.
What is she thinking? What is she feeling?
What does one say to a mother
waiting for her son to die?
Why, oh why must this young man die?

I walk
My arm supporting the arm
of the girlfriend of a young man about to die -

no longer able to watch
as her lover slowly leaves her side.

No more kisses. No more looks. No more hugs.
Why, oh why must this young man die?

I cry
He is dead - this young man
Who in my fears reminds me of myself.
I hold his hand. I say goodbye.

But somehow it’s OK -

Though I don’t know why
That this young man must die.

I live.

Live on indeed!

This young man that is me.

Knowing that somehow there is life in death
Even as there is death in life.

And instead of "why?" it is "how?" -

"How? - How shall this young man live
before he must die?"



March 30 Mark 7:24-30

The glory of these forty days

we celebrate with songs of praise;

for Christ, by whom all things were made

himself has fasted and has prayed.

Alone and fasting Moses saw
the living God who gave the law;

and to Elijah, fasting, came
the steeds and chariots of flame.

So Daniel trained his mystic sight
deliver'd from the lions might;
and John, the Bridgegroom' s friend, became
the herald of Messiah's name.

Now grant us, Lord, like them to do

such things as bring great praise to you;
our spirits strengthen with your grace
and give us joy to see your face.

0 Father, Son and Spirit blest
to you be every prayer addressed
and by all humankind adored
from age to age, the only Lord.

(Latin, 6th cent.)



March 31 I Corinthians 11:17-34

During the Divine liturgy, I feel the mysterious
coming, and the glorious presence of the Lord,
radiant in splendor and surrounded by the angelic
choirs. Whenever, as a priest celebrating the
liturgy and partaking of the Eucharist, I feel myself
set in the infinity of time and space, projected to

the point where Eternity cuts across time, I become
truly contemporary with the events we commemorate.
0 awful Mystery! 0 mercy of God! The Eucharist place
us at the Biblical wedding Supper, where a veritable
consummation of the love between God and humanity
takes place. Trembling, I receive the Fire, that I

may not be consumed "like wax and grass."

The real presence of Christ in the Eucharist must
become in me a real presence to those about me who
hunger for food and freedom, for peace and truth,
for a better understanding of God. From the Euchar-
istic fellowship we are sent in the world to live
liturgically to perform the liturgy-offering
hospitality to strangers, caring for the distressed,
liberating the oppressed, healing the sick, and
showing compassion for all, enduring death daily.

Thus, through the Eucharistic power, we are strong
enough to transform the mourning into dancing, tears
of sorrow into tears of joy, the divisive and deadly
into seeds of unity, and to create out of it the

"FEAST OF LIFE." Thus, all humanity can experience
the exultation of the Paschal Banquet, saying,
"LET US KEEP THE FEAST!", now and forever.



April 1 Mark 8:14-21

"The danger is not lest the soul should doubt whether
there is any bread, but lest, by a lie, it should
persuade itself that it is not hungry. It can only
persuade itself of this by lying, for the reality of

its hunger is not a belief, it is a certainty."

- Simone Weil

Beyond one loaf we hunger

—

A yeastful years' conviction
Beyond one loaf we hunger

—

A sign of our affliction

And broken, bread we see in
left-over pieces
Scattered by the multitude
and gathered up in fleeces

A generation raised
throws the crust away

—

A God to be praised
hordes the crumbs to stay

a steady starving

3



April 2 I Corinthians 12:12-26

God, you are our light and our life, who created us

and knew each of us intimately before we were born.
You created us for life together as the body of

humanity, the body of the church universal, and the
body of the community at Princeton Tneological Seminary.
God, we confess that we have not lived as members of
the body without discord, but are fragmented and
divided. The foot says to the hand "You are liberal!"
while the foot prides itself in its conservative stance.
And the other members of the body each hold allegiance
to an issue or aspect of identity to set themselves
apart from the body. We confess we hold our convictions
more important than the unity of the body sometimes.
Help us to remember that we all share belief in Christ,
our Passover Lamb, sacrifices for us.

Therefore, let us keep the feast. Amen



April 3 Exodus 2:1-10

The first thought I have upon reading this passage

is thank goodness for miracles. Not only for the

miracle of birth itself, but also for the miracle

of circumstances. How likely is it that the

daughter of the Pharaoh would be coming down to

bathe at the river close to the time after a child

has been placed aside in hopes to be found by

another? It seems to me, that this was not a

coincidence but a meeting planned by God.

How many times in our day or week do we come up

against chance meetings that seem to be more than a

coincidence? These might not be as life saving as

this situation in EXODUS was for Moses considering
what may have happened if he were not found or even
if he would have been found by the "wrong" party.
Think back on your day or look ahead to the day to
come and see if there is not a time when God reaches
out to you to bring you an unplanned phone call or
letter from an old friend, an unexpected meal con-
versation, an inspiring lecture, an insight into a

difficult situation in the parish, a fruitful
meeting, a word of affirmation or criticism, a

challenging interface with a different side of life
(such as a street person in New York City)... etc.
Take time to reflect in your day and to thank God
for the ways God is acting in your life.

33



April 4 Luke 14:15-24

Is response to God’s initiative like accepting
an invitation to a feast?

Why would Jesus bother to set his parable at one,
if it did not reveal something about the Kingdom of
God? This must have been some kind of dinner party,
since people chose to go survey land and oxen, instead
of joining in on the festivities. Perhaps this tension
is trying to teach us something. Consider the folks
who finally accepted the invitation. We don't know if
they had other commitments . We don’t know whether
they accepted because they had nothing better to do,

or just wanted a meal. Did they trust the host to

throw a good party? We don't know if they had pure or

impure motive. The point seems to be that they re-
sponded to the invitation.

During this time may we consider the multiplicity
of ways to respond to the continuing invitation, cele-
brating that breadth of love that knows individuality
and smiles on diversity. May we also be moved in our

lives of contemplation and reflection to actual
response—with the knowledge that the simple response
may be just as, if not more significant than the

invitation behind it, or the particular form it takes.

Come, all who are weary or strong, or heavy laden or

light hearted—God awaits . . .



April 5 Isaiah 58:l-9a

I was watching a flock of Canadian geese fly over the

seminary campus in a v- format ion. Each goose was

honking noisily as it followed the lead bird

navigating across the gray afternoon sky. Before

long the cacophonous sound grew faint as the

feathered wedge faded into the horizon.

In our pressure-packed lives, we long to be like

these geese and experience genuine freedom. This

morning's text reminds us that this type of freedom

is indeed possible but it is closely related to our

own efforts of liberating others. Rousseau once

remarked that people are born free, but everywhere

they are in chains. What are these chains that

enslave us? Injustice, poverty, and lack of food

are mentioned by Isaiah. Racism, sexism, and

militarism also hold us in bondage and impede Christ'

mission on earth.

The gospel is the epitome of inclusiveness because
it is for all people, for all time, and for all

circumstances. As a result, it is impossible to

departmentalize God - the Lord's sphere of influence
is all-encompassing. When we listen to the heartbeat
of God in this passage, we hear of an abiding passion
for wholeness and healing for every person. When
we focus on the needs of brothers and sisters, then
we shall receive healing (v.8). In helping to free
others, we also help to liberate ourselves!

Jesus Christ is the flight leader of God's flock. If
we are to experience true freedom, we must stay in
formation and follow obediently (the slightest shift
in altitude, direction, or speed can adversely
affect the entire group). When we faithfully hearken
to the voice of God, then the glory of the Lord shall
be our rear guard and "the light shall break forth
like the dawn." When we call out in God's name, the
Lord will answer: "Here am I."



April 6 Exodus 4:10-17

Call

Persistent Ultimate

Beckoning Liberating Haunting

Perpetual Struggling Toward Faithfulness

Vocation

Gracious God,

We know you as one who calls powerful and elo-

quent voices as well as those with timid whispers...,

Beckon us from our hiding places
Liberate us from our timeless excuses

Haunt us from our silent voices

Weave your relentless call into every strand of our

being, and transform our simple gifts of self into a

feast of liberation.

Amen!



April 7
Exodus 5 : 1-9

2 Days From the Diary of Hoses

Day 1

Well God, today is the day. Aaron

and I are going to meet the Pharaoh. To

tell you the truth, I am a little scared.

He is a very powerful man. What is he

going to say when I tell him to let my

people go? He'll probably laugh in my

face. But, you know God, I think he is

going to let us have our feast. I am

confident that you will work everything

out just fine. See you tomorrow in the

desert

.

Day 2

O.K. God, what's the big deal?

You blew it. Things are worse now than

ever. You let me down and you let my

people down. Go tell Pharaoh to let my

people go. Right! Thanks a lot God.

Now the people think I'm a jerk. I tell

you, sometimes I just can't understand you.

Prayer:
Lord, so often things do not work

out the way I want them to . I seek
ease, you give me difficulty. I desire
peace, you cause division. I try to

love and I am met with hatred. My
obedience goes unrewarded and I receive
no benefits for my faithfulness. Why
should I go on serving you when you
constantly disappoint me?

"For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
says the Lord. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts
than your thoughts." Isaiah 55:8-9

Lord, I do not understand all that
happens to me. Help me to trust you
and believe. In the strong and victorious
name of Jesus . . . Amen.

V



April 8 Mark 10:13-16

In our passage for today, Mark tells us that we
are to receive the Kingdom of God "like a child."
Gloria, a Nicaraguan peasant in Ernesto Cardinal's
Gospels in Solentiname, reminds us that children
"

. . . aren't oppressors, they don't exploit any-
body; instead they can be oppressed and exploited.
And I think for that reason too we have the example
of the child, because that's the way we ought to be,

without the urge to dominate that grown-up people
usually have." As we move through this Lenten season
let us remember that part of the beauty of the escha-
tological banquet is that all those who have truly
received the Kingdom of God like children will be

present. There will be no oppressors or exploiters
there. Let this be our model for community today as

we "Keep the Feast."



April 9 Corinthians 3:7-18

How often in our seminary education do we pause and

ask if this is all worth it? Such is not all bad.

In our searching and questioning we are being prepared

for the people we will seek to minister to. The

questions we ask are the same ones church members

will ask. The spirit in which we minister will affect

the spirit in which they worship. If we have no

questions, can we help them with theirs? If we have
all the answers, can others really ask questions? If

we have no fears, can they share theirs? Where the
Spirit of our Lord is, there is freedom. Freedom
to be human, freedom to be ministers without all the
answers, freedom to worship with fears and questions.

Let us observe Lent in this spirit of freedom, for

ours is a ministry that brings righteousness in the
likeness of Christ.



April 10 Exodus 11:1-8

TO: The Lord

FROM: Women

DATE: Twentieth Century

Oh Lord, we want to come to the feast but we cannot.
We cannot afford the extra calories. We do not want
to look like pigs, and we would look like voracious
swine because we are starving! You see, in our
culture female bodies must be slender no matter how
you may have shaped us to be... many of us have to

fight our God Given shape in order to fulfill the

ideal female image here in America. I cannot explain
it, but somehow it seems to be very important to our

culture that we be slender or slight of frame. Then
and only then will we be valued in this culture...
and that is very important to us. Thank you for your
invitation any way... it sounds like HEAVEN to indulge
in such an event but it would make us feel gross and

depressed afterwards.



April 11 Luke 22:7-13

Who were these two people, the man with the jar of

water and the owner of the house? Luke doesn't tell

us much about them, and we are unsure of their life-

style, their character, or their faith. All we

know is that they were serving the purposes of the

Lord.

It seems we spend a great amount of time here at

Princeton in trying to judge each other's faith,

character and lifestyle. We are quick to put labels

on one another, quick to point an accusing finger,

quick to decide that this person is not of the

caliber that we are. Whether it be a sermon in

chapel, a precept challenge, or dining room chatter,

we grade others against ourselves.... and we always

come out on top.

Are we serving the purposes of the Lord? Are they

serving those same purposes? How can you tell?

Christ did not set up a values system in calling
disciples and servants. Each person who believes
also serves.... even by carrying a jar of water.
Let us keep the faith in Christ and each other, by
joining Christ's purposes to our own; sharing, not
segregating the call that each of us has received.



Vpril 12 Luke 22:1-6

0 God, I would like to think
that I am

nothing like Judas,
nothing like the scribes who

wanted to get
rid of Jesus

because they were afraid of
what people would think . . .

. . . but You—knowing me from the womb
knowing my ins and outs
up, arounds, and downs

—

You know better:
how easily I leave you aside

so I can talk better
to my neighbor;

how subtly I speak saving
my evangelism for

Sunday mornings
and appropriate moments . . .

Instead of running the race
proudly,

I jog and stop and cop out,

worrying that I may not have
the right shoes

or even that I would trip,

being accused of clumsiness.

Help me. Father, not to live
according to what my

neighbor thinks,
but instead, to live knowing

You are my God
and I am a runner

in Your race

Amen.



April 13 Lamentations 1:6-12

"Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look and

see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow which was

brought upon me, which the Lord inflicted on the day

of his fierce anger." Lamentations 1:12

ANOTHER LAMENTATION IN HOLY WEEK

I cannot wax ecstatic with the throng
Of parasites and servitors, who pray
And make such vast ado, this week and day.

Over the details of an ancient wrong.
Yet in their soddenness themselves prolong
Still, for the son of man, Golgotha’s way;
Who yet the slaving multitudes betray.
That they may share in Herod’s dance and song.

I count remembrance of the martyred dead
Remembrance only worthy of esteem
When it bears onward still the martyr's dream,
And dare like protest for the common good,
They who stand well today with Casesar's brood.
Call me in vain; so mucn they leave unsaid.

- Robert Whitaker



April 14 Mark 11:27-33

At the point in Mark's gospel where this passage
appears, Jesus is on a roll. It is not a meek,
gentle, healing Christ whom Mark describes. Rather,
it is an angry Christ.

Fourteen verses earlier in the Markan text, Jesus
approaches a fig tree with the hope of eating from
it. But seeing that it bears no fruit. He curses
it, causing it to wither and die.

Just twelve verses earlier, Jesus storms through the
temple. He overturns the tables of the money changers
and of those selling the sacrificial doves, (no doubt)
shouting at the same time, "Is it not written, 'My
house shall be called a house of prayer for all the
nations'? But you have made it a robbers' den."

And here in our scripture for today, the chief priests,
scribes and elders question Christ's authority. One
can almost hear the seething ire with which Christ
repels their questions with one of His own. And He

demands of them, not once but twice, "Answer me."
both in v. 20 and v. 30.

If a more human, passionate experience of Christ
enables a more personal and intimate prayer and devo-

tional life, let it be so here and now.

PRAYER: Oh, Lord God, I seek to know You more deeply

and vividly. I ask that You reveal Yourself to me

in ways that penetrate my hardness and coldness, so

that I may proclaim You with my words, reflect You
in my attitudes, and show You in my actions. I

offer this prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.



April 15 Mark 12:1-12

It suddenly dawned on me— I am a servant.

St. Ignatius and St. Polycarp seemed so strange

in CHOI. They talked about fulfilling in their own

persons the Passion of our Lord. Raised in good

Protestant teaching I was only too glad to affirm that

Jesus' death took care of everything. He took on him-

self the sufferings of us all.

Jesus undoubtedly saw himself as i be climax of a

long line of prophets who had suffered in order to

bring God's message to a stubborn people, but I

wonder whether he intended the suffering servant of

Isaiah 53 to apply only to himself. Could it be that

he called his own church into suffering servanthood?

I held in my hands a small cup and a little piece

of bread while I heard "For as often as yon eat this

bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death

until he comes." This was the last meal of a person

entrusted with a suicide mission of col lecting the

Lord's rightful due from those who killed the Son in

order not to pay it.

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom

shall I send?"

And I said, "Somebody could get hurt. Me?"



April 16 1 Corinthians 10:14-17

How is it that we as sensible people, people of
good judgment, can actually prepare for the death of
our Lord? It doesn’t strike me as something we would
choose to consider. Calvin Miller writes that "hu-
manity is fickle. They may dress for a morning
coronation and never feel the need to change clothes
to attend an execution in the afternoon." But Christ
himself brought us into his passion, as active par-
ticipants, united with one another by his body and

blood. We all wear Christ's robe, as one body can
only wear one change of clothing at a time. Consider,
especially today, that oneness. Let us prepare to-

gether, with Christ, for the passion. Let us partake
in the suffering.



17 John 19:28-37

Friday

This full moon of death

God bleeds. Pain enfolds—consumes, devours

Flesh screams.

Finished. Still.

Now swallowed by earth

—

Not yet ready to spring forth.

Now is the waiting time.

Grass and flowers hold their breath

Mocked by stained-glass

With grief echoing in depths of stone

Enclosed, then silenced in caves

And darkened churches.



April 18 1 Corinthians 5:7-8

Lent has been a period of self-examination, of
conviction, of confession, and of repentance. On
Friday, Christ, our Paschal Lamb, was sacrificed.
Tomorrow will be a day for festival and celebration.
Today, in the shadow of the cross, in the darkness of

the tomb, we reflect on the past and the future. We
recall God's working through history redeeming God's
people. Looking toward the past, we find ourselves
in the stories of creation, the fall, the exodus, the

incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, and the his-
tory of the church. Today we can sing with the

passion hymn, "I crucified thee." In the dawning of

the morrow let us joyfully sing "Jesus Christ is

risen today." In joy and celebration. Let us Keep
the Feast!



April 19 John 20:1-10

It poured rain on Easter morning, 1956, cold and wet.

We were up at four-thirty splashing our way through

the dark streets towards South Mountain for the sun-

rise service. At first Seoul seemed deserted. But

as we neared the mountain there were hundreds of

Korean Christians hurrying through the rain, moving

under their umbrellas like long files of marching

mushrooms. They were converging on the great white

cross that had been raised at the head of the

"thousand steps" which once led to a Japanese Shinto

shrine

.

By the time the band began to play "Christ the Lord

is Risen today. Alleluia!" there were 20,000 people,

many of them refugees from Communist North Korea,

gathered in spite of the rain to praise God for his

victory in Christ, our Risen Lord.

Beyond the speakers and the band and the Korean choirs
rolled a sea of umbrellas, down the steps and out of

sight down the mountainside, thousands of Christians
standing in the rain, wet and cold, but singing with
all their might, eyes shining, "Alleluia!" The Korean
church is the church that sings in the rain. They
sang right through the war just passed with its rains
of fire. They are still singing, and we hope that
always will, for they, like Mary outside the empty
tomb have met the risen Lord and he has spoken the
word of life and victory to them, too. We were proud
to be able to stand with them and sing in the rain,
"Jesus Christ is Risen Today." Re is risen, indeed.
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